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T HERE is a portion of miſery inſeparable PLE 
human life, and peculiar to every lation. I, 


« man is born to ſorrow as the ſparks fly upwards,” 
no one can be exempt from grief and pain. The tryal 
by which we are candidates for everlaſiing Glory, 
zs to lighten each others burthen as much as we can; 


and this is one of the beſt proofs we can give the 
ſincere love of God, whoſe Providence is deſpiayed 
under every circumſtance. Some never taſte of any | 


cup, that is not bitter, and yet are reſigned : others, 
when they drink the dregs of calamity, ſubmit from 
motives of religion; while the generality, by the 
force of cuſtom and habit, bear the heavieſt load. 


I would not be underſtood,” by any thing I have 
ſaid in the following pages, to ſuppoſe it impoſſible 


for poor and diſtreſſed boys to ſurvive many years, 
while they follow this occupation ; but I have the 
Airongeſt conviftion of the miſery which the greater 
part of them ſuffer ; and am equally perſuaded that 
it may be alleviated + and common humanity dickater 
to me, that it ought to be alleviated. | 
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1 
I am not confident that every article of the plan 
Propoſed is pratticable ; but 1 apprehend ſome of 
them may, and ought to be adopted. If we go on, 
and make no enquiry, we ſo far forfeit our pre- 
tenſions to humanity, and ſubſcribe to an irregula- 
rity of conduct, in reſpe to this part of our fel- 
loꝛo- creatures, which, to ſay no worſe, is extremely 
; "eproachable. | 
De Chimney-Sweepers in Edinburgh, are a 
part of the police of the city, under the control of 
the Magiſtrates. —The number is fixed, and they 
are obliged to pay, every quarter, a certain ſum for 
the benefit of ſuch of their community as may be ſick 
er in want. They have a houſe of call, built at 
the expence of the city, and in the center of it, ad- 
joining the Town-Guard. Two of them watch 
every night in the Guard-Raom, 10 be ready in caſe 
of fire. mT hey are all fire-men, and expert in ex- 
tinguiſhing flames. The ſoot they collect, is. fold for 
the common benefit of the whole fraternity. No 
boys are employed. When any chimney is required 
to be ſwept, two of theſe ſweepers attend with a 
birch beſom, 6 imilar to that uſed by our Ofllers, a 
ſhort ladder, and a rope. — One of them goes out 
of the garret-windows, and, ſecuring the ladder, 
mounts to the top of the chimney ; whence the beſom 
is let down; and with the 405 lance of his compa- 


non 


rt 
nion below, they regularly ſweep clean every fide of 
the Chimney ; in which they are very expert. 
Our chimneys are ſo formed, as ta render this 
part more difficult ; and I apprehend we ſhould 
create more expence, with reſpect to our Tilings ; 
fo that there is no probability of our adopting the 
Edinburgh method. At the ſame time it may be 
obſerved, that no nation treats young . perſons with 2 


little humanity, as we do the poor children to whom 


we aſſign this ſooty office; and we ought ta be more 
attentive to their preſervation, 


April 8, 1779. 
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CHIMNEY-SWEEPERS, 


THEIR APPRENTICES, &. 


„Ar all theevils to which human life 


is ſubject, not aggravated by con- 
* ſcious guilt, no one exceeds the cala- 
© mitous ſtate of Chimney-Sweepers? ap- 
% prentices.“ Were the boy to experience 
no other ſeverity than what unavoidably 


ariſes from the nature of his bulineſs, his 


caſe would be hard; but when it is 
conſidered what he ſuffers by the negli- 


gence and cruelty with which he is of- 


ten treated by his maſter, or his maſter's 
Journeyman, the yoice of Humanity cries 
aloud ; and the tears of. Mercy plead for. 
him! 

| Maſter Chimney - Sweepers who have 
gone through the trial, are beſt qualified 


to relate the ſufferings of their child-. 
| hood, 
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hood. The difficulty of learning to climb 
in darkneſs, ſurrounded by ſoot, in the 
paſſage of a chimney, and its appendages, 
is eaſily comprehended. But it may not be 
vulgarly known, that the ſoot drawn in by 
reſpiration, joined to the confined air, na- 


turally creating thirſt, drinking upon it 


frequently irritates and inflames the paſ- 


ſages, and brings on a diſeaſe peculiar 


to this occupation, ſometimes breeding 
cancerous diſorders : Where due care 18 
not taken to cleanſe the body, and pro- 
mote the proper diſcharge by perſpiration, 


the conſequences muſt be evil. 


No employment exerciſed by perſons 
ſo very young, is karnt with ſo much 
pain. Threats and promiſes prevail, to 
initiate poor boys into the ardent ſteps, 
and ſooty labours of their trade; but 
few become ſo expert in their bufineſs, 
and fo fortunate in their connexions, as in 
due courſe of time to commence Maſters, 
and to live in any degree of comfort. 

If a boy has, what is vulgarly called 
a good Maſter, the goodneſs of few extends 
beyond keeping themſelves out of the 
hands of juſtice, 1 in reſpect to the 


. 9 2 

boy, is afleep. - Though he ſhould not be 
deprived of his food, he is generally in the 
greateſt want of common raiment. Much 
the greater part of ſuch poor objects are 
never taught their duty as men; much leſs 
are they inſtructed in their religion as Gon 
Hans. 

Whether the maſter depends on the 
chance cuſtom of the ſtreets, or is conſtant- 
ly and regularly employed, he 1s entruſted 
with the morals of his apprentices. There 
is a peculiar diſtinction in this from all 
other employments, that the boys of- 
ten ſet out in life, at the tender age of 
foe to eight years, being alſo for the moſt 
part orphans, or illegitimate and friendlefs. 
It is the ſad caſe of ſome of them to be 
ſold, by worthleſs Parents, for the ſmall 
ſum of twenty or thirty ſhillings. _ 
Daily obſervation proves, that the com- 
mon Maſter Chimney-Sweepers are. as 
thoughtleſs, as we ſometimes find com- 
mon ſeamen, without their generoſity or 
ſenſibility of the diſtreſſes of fellow-crea- 
tures, What can be the fate of ſuch ap- 
prentices, where, by the ſilence of the 

| laws, 
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laws, ſuch men are permitted to take ap- 
prentices without limitation of number? 

It may be ſafely aſſerted, that the bo- 
dies of theſe poor boys are covered with 
the trappings of miſery, very few of them 
being waſhed once in a week, and many 
hardly once in a year. 

As to inſtrufion, they are generally l 
as if they were not entitled to the common 
rights of ſociety; and as a conſequence of 
ſuch neglect, if they are not tempted to 
Prey on their own ſpecies, it is becauſe they 
are in ſo abject a ſtate, as to loſe the "uy 
power of doing miſchief. 

The ſobereſt men of the trade confeſs, 
that many of their fraternity are diſſolute 
in the extreme, ſpending their money 
without the leaſt diſcretion. If ſuch per- 
ſons are not fit to be truſted with the lives 
of ſubjects, they ſhould not be allowed to 
take apprentices, in numbers ſo much ex- 
ceeding what is practiſed by the moſt re- 
putable tradeſmen in other branches. Some 
have abuſed the tacit permiſſion of the 
laws, and the ſupineneſs of thoſe whoſe 
office might lead them to interpoſe, even 
40 far, as to take ten, twenty, a and 
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thirty apprentices, hardly knowing their 
names, or making any kind of proviſion 
for them. Thus they violate the common 
ties of ſocial obligations, and the common 
rules of decency, eſtabliſhed in all other 
caſes of ſocial intercourſe. _ 

If the poor boy is under a maſter who | 
has conſtant, regular employment; as 
ſoon as his morning's walk is done, he is 
generally ſent to ſeek for further buſineſs ; 
or, as they term it, to call the ſtreets. Many 
ſuch maſters allow their boys to come 
home to their meals; but give them no 
other proper relief. 

If the maſter lives by calling the 0 
only, or depends on letting out his ap- 
prentices for hire, to other chimney- 
ſweepers, probably as little conſiderate and 
conſcientious as himſelf, their ſituation is 
the more deplorable. 20 
Let us view an ill-fated child, called 
from the bag of ſoot on which he ſlept, at 
the hour beſt ſuiting his driver: He often 
walks two or three miles to his work, blaſted 
with chilling cold; wet to the ſxin; with- 
out ſhoes, or with only the torn remains of 
them z without ſtockings z „ his coat and 

* breeches 


( 12 J 
breeches in tatters, and his ſhirt in ſmutty 
rags. | We frequently behold him with 
ſores bleeding, or with limbs contracted, 
whilſt his miſery 1s rendered the more pun- 
gent, by his mercileſs taſk-maſter's having 
no feeling of his ſorrows. Thus theſe Ap- 
prentices drag on their Being from morning 
till night, often deprived of every conſo- 

lation, but ſuch as the compaſſionate 
ſpectator may afford them. 

Common obſervation will teſtify whether 
this is a genuine picture of the diſtreſs of 
young Chimney-Sweepers, And is this in 
character, for a humane, politic, chriſtian 
nation, perhaps the moſt enlightened. in the 
world, with regard to the true meaning of 
charity? If, with us, the loweſt, as well 
as the higheſt and moſt dignified ſubject, 
is entitled to protection, on the princi- 
ples of a common freedom, and the rights 
of human nature, ſurely his "_ calls for 
redreſs! 

Having no opportunities of moral or 
religious inſtruction, as the poor boy ad- 
vances to manhood, he falls in the way 
of every temptation to which ſuch a 
ſtate of miſery can expoſe him. The ex- 

e The 


| | {| "$1 
ample he ſees in the ſtreets, among the 
moſt profligate of the human race, joined 
to his natural propenſity to iniquity, ſub- 
jects him to become a vagabond, if no- 
thing worſe. Too many in theſe days are 
proficients in the trade which leads to the 
gallows; and ſomeof theſe miſerable Beings 
have ended their lives as victims to the 
| laws of their country. e 
Through a long rele of miſery, the 
boy looks forward to the day when his 
ſervitude is to ceaſe: Alas! that day 
which ends one ſcene of miſery frequently 
proves the commencement of another, ſel- 
dom leſs in degree, but generally leſs pitted. 
His thoughts are then employed to procure 
for himſelf a livelihood: but there is 
ſuch a multitude of apprentices, no con- 
fi lerable number of them can commence 
maſters; and if he works as a journeyman, 
the wages are not ſufficient to maintain 
him in a decent manner in a Enn ſtate, 
much leſs if he marries. W 
If he attempts to engage in any other 
employment, it is his peculiar hard for- 
tune, to be ſeen in a light, as if he were 
—_ RR —£a© 
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devoted to ſuffering ; for being ſo unin- 
ſtructed, he is the leſs qualified to act 
any part as he ought to do. 

It hath been alſo obſerved, that — 
Sweepers are, in general, the ſhorteſt and 
weakeſt men (a). This is for the moſt 
part true; and from what I have related, 
the reaſon will be obvious, exceptions to 
the contrary being but few. VEN 

His laſt edlen is to try his fortune 
in the country, where he imagines he ſhall 
be received in a more cordial manner; or 
at leaſt on terms more agreeable to the 
common dictates of humanity. Some, 
who are bred up, and ſettled in towns, 
fare much better : But, alas! a few days 
experience convinces him how ſadly he 
deceived himſelf; for though he may 
have travelled under the moſt inclement 
ſky, he is ſhut out from the common 
ſhelter and refreſhment afforded to all 
other itinerant perſons ; it is well if he is 
permitted to take up his lodging in a barn 


or a ſtable. He is not only an object of 
| ſport 


(a) See Hanway's State of Chimney-Sweepers Boys. 
3 | 
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ſport, but, from his carb and occupation, 
— as if he were not entitled to the 
common bounties of heaven. 

Thus deſtitute, not only of the comforts, 
but alſo of the neceſſaries of life, with grief 
he reflects on the day in which he was 
bound to ſerve an apprenticeſhip to a buſi- 
neſs, which being under no publick regu- 
lation, is productive of much want and 
miſery. 

The employment is confeſſedly moſt 
uſeful and neceſſary to us; yet if we ap- 
peal to tranſient obſervation, for proof 
of the diſtreſs to which Chimney-Sweepers 
_ apprentices are expoſed, we find the rights | 
of humanity and religion violaic 1a their 
perſons, in a very extraordinary degree. 

Let their complaints be brought before 
our legiſlators; they, as guardians of the 
people, will redreſs them. Why ſhould 
not ſuch ſalutary regulations take place, 
as will at once defend the cauſe of liberty 
and humanity, in the protection of theſe 

poor children? Being utterly incapable 

of ſeeking redreſs by pleading their own 
cauſe, for Heaven's ſake let us plead it 
B 2 „ 


E 45 
for them, and no longer poiſon our ſight 
with ſpectacles r path inattention to 
ſo obvious a duty! | 

If Police in every branch were not neceſ⸗ 
fry to the good order of a civilized people, 
our neglect of theſe children would be an 
* againſt humanity, a reproach to our 
liberty, and a manifeſt violation of the 
laws of our merciful Religion. 

In every part of life there are good 
men; and were Maſter Chimney-Sweepers, 
vnoie veracity may be depended on, pro- 
perly. examined, the object would be found 
worthy the national attention; it would 
exercite the juſtice and humanity of a Bri- 
tiſn Legiſlature. 

Some efforts have been made to turn 
the current of cuſtom, and bring the 
Maſter Chimney-Sweepers to a ſenſe of 
their duty; but while ſuch numbers of 
them are permitted to act, without any 
eſtabliſhed regulation; and ſo many poor 
children are bought, as I am well aſſured, 
for a few ſhillings each, the authority of 
the legiſlature ought to interpoſe; and no- 
thing leſs can regulate this body of men. 


As 


[1-1 | 

As a proof of what is here advanced, 
ſeveral perſons of conſideration in the mo- 1 
ral and ſocial world (a), took up tñꝗe 
cauſe : they inveſtigated the obje& with | 
aſſiduity; and forming themſelves into a 
committee, met ſeveral times, and ſent the 1 
following letters : r . 


Letter ſent in June 1 773, to the reſpective 
Maſter Chimney-Sweepers, whoſe habitations 
could be found. | 


SIR, 


Am ordered to aſk the faves of you to acquaint 

me, if you have any objections to the form of. 
the indenture which J ſend to you incloſed. You 
ſee for what good and wholeſome ends it is de- 
ſigned, as well for your intereſt, as that of the 
poor boys employed in your buſineſs. Be 
27ured, that the better they, are treated, ac- 
cording to reaſon, the more able and willing 
they will be to ſerve you.. If. you teach them the 
love and fear of God, the great Lord of all, 

they 


(9 The Rev. Dr. Kaye Rev. Mr. Burrows 
John Thornton, Eſq. Jonas Hanway, Eſq. 
Edmund Boehm, Eſq. John Dorrien, Eſq. 
Thomas Walker, Eſq. John Anth. Rucker, Eſq. 
John Levy, Eſq. John Blackburn, Eſq. 
Jacob Gonſales, Eſq. | Geo. Paterſon, Eſq. 
Abr, Winterbottom, Eſq. 


B 3 


8 

they will love and yt you, their maſter : and 
the more you ſecure their fidelity, the more Na. 
ſpectable you and your trade will be; and 
perchance your work will be ſo much the bett 
* RE” os 

When you think ſeriouſly of this matter, you 
will diſcover, that your own welfare depends on 
your humanity. And towards whom, my friend, 
can this be exerciſed, if not to thoſe who depend 
on you for their bread, and the comforts of life ? 
The happineſs and the miſery of the life to came, 
are ſet before you in the ſtrongeſt light. 

I write to you, in the ſame terms as to others 
of your trade; it being hardly poſſible far us to 
be acquainted with the character or conduct of 
every particular maſter chimney-ſweeper, in theſe 
vaſt cities. We are ſatisfied that there are 
fome maſters, in your trade, who poſleſs the 
charity of chriſtians, and the feelings of men, 
and would rather die, than treat their ſervants 
or apprentices cruelly, with reſpect to the care of 
their bodies, or their ſouls. 

Such maſters provide proper rooms and beds, 
regular and ſufficient food, and clothes fit for 
the poor children to appear in, to worſhip God 
on the Sabbath-day, treating their apprentices 
with akindnets Cured 3 their: tender age, while 
others think of no ſuch thing. 
Perhaps you have children of your own: it 

cannot be many years fince you was a child : 
for Heaven's-ſake conſider what you owe: to 


Gcd, 
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God, and your country, under eircumſtances 
ſo intereſting to religion and humanity. The 
pooreſt is as precious in the fight of Him who is. 
our common Father, as the riche of mankind. 
And you muſt be ſenſible that the want of in- 
Jiruction, in a chriſtian country, puts a poor boy 
in a worſe ſtate, than if he had been born a hea- 
then, | 

If any chimney-ſweeper, ſo unser his 
trade, as to make a traffic in human creatures, by 
taking a greater number of apprentices, than he 
can employ ; leaving them, particularly in the 
ſummer ſeaſon, to ſhift for themſelves; every 
man of candour will judge, that ſuch a perſon 
ſhould be reftrained by /aw. Why doth he not 
reſtrain himſelf by reaſon, and make this the 
law and rule of his practice? If he is doing 
T'hat which hurts his trade, he is an enemy to it. 

Nothing is ſo pleaſant to the nature of man, 
as humanity : let it be faſhionable among you, and 
your trade will become an object of regard, as a 
neceſſary employment, for the good of ſociety. 
Soot no more defiles a man than wheaten flour. 
There are many things in the world repreſent- 
cd worſe than they really axe ; but you can- 
not deny that the chief part of the boys, in your 
trade, are treated very cru: ly, 

If you, my good friend, think this letter deſerves 
an anſwer, you will give one, Ourintention, in 
this enquiry, is 1 good to all: we are your 

friends, 
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419 
friends, as well as friends to your apprentices. 
We have no intereſt in view. Give us your 
thoughts on the incloſed form of an inden- 
ture, and you may depend that all due regard 
ſhall be ſhewn to your opinion, that this buſi- 
neſs may hereafter be conducted, in the beſt 
manner, for your intereſt, Things cannot go 
on as they have done. If your trade is ſo ma- 
naged, as to ftand up as a monument of ſhame, 
and diſgrace to our nation, the greater ſhame to you. 
J am, with all due regard, 


By order of the Committee,, 
S IR, 


Your moſt obedient frond; 


OHN's COFFEE-HovusE 
Jo! the Royal- ——— Clerk. 


P. S. I have the pleaſure to acquaint you, that 
a beginning has been made in placing out ap- 
prentices to your trade. 


The above Letter produced a few reaſmable and 
proper Anſwers. | 


Another General Letter was ſent in December 
1773. 

81. | 

OTWITHSTANDING the ſtrong ap- 

plication made to maſter chimney- ſweepers, 

the number of boys yet placed out apprentice by 

| Co the 


E124 3 
the regular indenture propoſed by our committee, 
doth not excecd fifteen. And we are ſorry to 
obſerve the ſtreets of theſe cities yet ſwarm with 
deplorable objects: many poor children, of a 
tender age, unwaſhed, in footy garments half 
covering their limbs, in the coldeſt weather, 
preſent "themſelves to every paſſenger, | even on 
the Sabbath- Day. | 

We are at the ſame time to do juſtice, by ac- 
quainting you, that we are informed by our 
emiſſaries, the poor boys of ſome few maſters in 
your trade, are much better clothed and fed, than 
they were before: and being fully determined 
not to give up the cauſe of pity and compaſſion, 
we again appeal to your candour and huma- 
nity... 

With regard to thoſe who take three or four 
times the number of apprentices they can poſli- 
bly employ, in a regular manner, letting them 
aut for hire, in the winter ſeaſon, without taking 
care to provide the neceſſaries of life for them; 
this is a moſt unwarrantable practice. In the 

hummer. ſeaſon, we are told ſome of you leave them 
to ſubſiſt by downright beggary, to the great 
ſhame of a civilized Chriſtian country. 

I'nus it happens that theſe wretched children, 
of whom many are o7phans, and objects entitled to 
great compaſſion, are expoſed to every temptation z 
and you lay the foundation of their becoming 
miſerable in both worlds. | 

Theſe 
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Theſe are conſiderations of a ſerious nature, 
and demand a public regulation. If ſuch evils 
cannot be remedied by an aſſociation of your 
trade, we inform you, that it is intended to 
appeal to parliament, in hopes of reſtraining 
maſter chimney-ſweepers from taking above a 
certain number of apprentices, as the weavers . 
of Spittlefields have been, by a regulation eſta- 
bliſhed by the authority of the legiſlature, 
This ſeems to be abſolutely neceſſary in defence 
of humanity, religion, and good order. 
We appeal to your hearts, as free ſubjects, 
whether the meaneſt of us, born in this land of 
liberty, ought to languiſh in want of neceſſary 
food and raiment; or be deprived of ſuch chriſ- 
tian inſtruction, as the religion of our country 
requires? If the ſupreme magiſtrate cannot en · 
flave a fubject, how much leſs ought you to have 
the privilege of thus degrading human nature, 
and plunging your fellow-creatures into ſuch a 
depth of miſery ! 
I am, with all due regard, 


Your humble Servant, 
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Jonx's CerrEE-HouszE, Clerk. 
near the Royal-Exchange. 


In conſequence of the form of the 
indenture alluded to, a number of ap- 


'Þ : prentices were afterwards regularly on 
out; 
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out; but this did not enforce the better 
treatment of the poor apprentice; and 
therefore the charge of five ſhillings, 
which the ſtamps coſt, was conſidered as a 
fruitleſs expence. The letters operated 
for a time, in a happy manner; as it 
was common for the poor boys, when 
enquired of in the ſtreets, to ſay, in a 
pleaſing accent ſince the act of parlia- 
e ment,” for ſo they called the letters, 
e our maſters have treated us in a better 
* manner than before :”* but this was not 
general, nor of long continuance. 
From the nature of chimney-ſweeping, 
as practiſed by us, a great part of it muſt 
be performed by children ; therefore we 
ought to be the more jealous of their 
rights. In proportion to their inability of 
complaining of the hardſhips they ſuffer, 
our protection of them ought to be true 
and conſtant. Cuſtom, not nature, or 
neceſſity, hath placed them beneath the 
notice of nobleman or gentleman, mer- 
chant, tradeſman, or mechanic, in any par- 
ticular view, reſpecting their ſeveral ranks 
ar.d conditions: this operates to render the 


condition of theſe boys the more pitiable. 
. And 
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And what is the magiſtrate to do, with- 


out a public regulation in behalf of ſuch 


objects? He acknowledges himſelf en- 
tirely at a loſs what kind of ſuccour to 
afford them. Separation from a maſter, 
and admiſſion into a pariſh workhouſe, will 
by no means reach the root of the evil. We 
muſt have our Chimneys ſwept. 

Such is the diſſipation of the majority 
of Chimney- Sweepers, that miſery will italk 
amongſt us, in this ghaſtly form, till ſome- 
thing 1s done to control the treatment to 
which theſe poor children are ſubject; let 
us take them under ogilanve cognizance 
and protection. 

If we do not change our mode of keep- 
ing our CH neys clan, let us change our 
mode of iting them who clean them. 
Let us rat purchaſe gur ſafety and eaſe 
by an ug eceſſary ſacrifice of our own 
ſpecies; vr offer victims at the altars of 
inhumani:y, as if it were a paſtime ! 


A PR0O- 


5 L 25 1 
PROPOS AL 


CONSIDERATION of the POLITIC, 
uA NE, and MERCIFUL. 


T is acknowledged, that whatever mode 
of government may be adopted for 
the conduct of Chimney-Sweepers, ſome- 
thing muſt be left to the judgment and 
humanity of Maſters of reputation and 
reſponſibility, among that fraternity : Being 
heard and examined, they may probably 
point out proper and ſuitable regulations. 
If a number of Guardians were choſen 
by magiſtrates, from among the reputable 
Chimney-Sweepers, it might be a means of ren- 
dering chimney-ſweeping an object of more 
ſerious attention. Juſtice to ſociety in 
general, and Chriſtian principles, demand 
this at our hands, with reſpect to the poor 
C duiitreſſed 
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diſtreſſed boys, who, from their tender 
age, are in no circumſtances of obtaining 
redreſs of grievances for themſelves. 
We are not to imagine but that there are 
men of ſentiment in every ſtation of life. 
Several Maſter Chimney-Sweepers have 
| lately met, more than once, on the ſubject 
of reducing the art and myſtery of chim- 
ney-ſweeping, and the moral and religious 
conduct of their dependants and fraternity, 
into a regular ceconomy. So great a part 
of the Chimney-Sweepers being boys from 
five to fifteen years of age, no other body 
of the community can plead ſuch ſtrong 
and perſuaſive reaſons for legiſlative cog- 
nizance and protection. 

The maſters abovementioned, are anxi- 
ous to promote the credit, ſafety, and 
welfare of every individual of their trade, 
whom the wiſdom of the legiſlature ſhall 
think fit to be truſted with the lives of 
his fellow-ſubjects; and upon this ge- 
nerous and comprehenſive principle, moſt 
humbly propoſe to the conſideration of the 
legiſlature, ſuch regulations as may be 
praficable, and anſwer the good purpoſes 


intended, apprehending that the following 
I ED rules, 


N 
rules, or ſuch as may be of a ſimilar na- 
ture, would tend to remove the evin they 


labour under. 


I. Let every © himney- Sworn the 
Hills of mortality, be reſtrained from 
taking any Apprentice or Apprentices 

without an annual licence, to be grant- 
ed by the Chamberlain, or other of- 
ficer being in the city of London: and 
the Bench of Juſtices in Weſtminſter, 
being in that city, its Liberties, and 
the Pariſhes depending, on paying 
for the ſame the ſmall conhideration 

of one Shilling. 
II. There being, at this time, a great 
number of Chimney-Sweepers, who 
are inmates, yet take apprentices 
without limitation of number, and 

- without ability to maintain them, 

with any degree of propriety ; and 
by the eaſe with which they change 
their place of reſidence, their ap- 
prentices are often unable to make 
their ſettlements appear: in order 
to prevent ſuch inconveniencies, and 
the many miſeries which generally 
2 attend 
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attend them, no licence ſhould be 
given to any perſon for chimney- 
ſweeping, unleſs he or ſhe ſhall pay 
cot and lot in the place where he or 
ſhe reſides. 

III. Chimney-Sweepers having Appren- 

tices, and letting them out for hire, 
ſhould have the conſent of two ma- 
giſtrates, ſignified in writing, or be 
ſubject to a fine. 

IV. No Chimney - Sweeper ſhould let 
out his Apprentices for hire, with- 
out the conditions of the hire being 
regulated by the magiſtrate. 

V. Al indentures of Apprentices to 
Chimney-Sweepers, made in London, 

| ſhould be regiſtered in the Chamber- 
lain's Office; and in Y/eſtminſter, at 
the Rotation, or ſome other public 
office of juſtice. 

VI. All licences for Chimney-Sweepers, 
to act as ſuch, ſhould be regiſtered 
alphabetically, in a book provided 
for the purpoſe, to be lodged in the 
Chamberlain's Office in the city of 
London: And in Weſtminſter and its 
liberties, a like kind of book ſhould 

- 1 | . 
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be” kept in the Rotation or ſome 
other public office; which book 
ſhould contain the names of the 
holders. of fuch licences, with co- 
lumns, for their place 'of abode; 
the number of journeymen they 
keep; the number of 4885 
ce . 

VII. If any perſon is known to make a 
falſe report, to be puniſhable by a 
fine, not exceeding 10/7. and to have 

his licence taken from him. 

VIII. No Chimney - Sweeper ſhould be 

permitted to keep as apprentices or 

| ſervants, for the purpoſe of chim- 
ney-ſweeping, or to be employed in 
the trade or buſineſs relating to 
chimney-ſweeping, a greater num- 
ber than four effective boys, under 
ſixteen years of age, at one and the 

: ſame time (a). 

I Many boys being placed out ap- 

prentices, from the age of five to 
| eight 


— 


= 


(a) This article * to A only. Boys are 
often taken ſo young as 5 or 6 years of age; 
though the ſober part of the trade are aſhamed of 
taking boys to ſweep chimnies under 8 years of age. 
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eight years, and conſequently a ſe- 

ven years ſervitude terminating while 
they are yet very young; in caſe 
any ſuch apprentice, after ſeven 
years, does not chuſe to follow the 
trade of chimney- ſweeping, the maſ- 
ter or miſtreſs ſhould be bound by 
the indenture to place him out 
either to the ſea- ſervice, or to ſome _ 
other trade or employment, or pay 
a certain ſum to the pariſh, in or- 
der that due care be taken he ſhall 
not become a vagabond, 
X. It having been practiſed, for ſome 
time paſt, by Chimney- Sweepers, to 
take apprentices in order to call the 
ſtreets for work, leaving them from 
morning till night, by which means 
the boys are expoſed to become beg- 
gars, and vagabonds, and learn many 
evil practices; no Chimney-Sweeper 
ſhould permit his or her apprentice, 
or apprentices, being under the age 
of ten years, to call the ſtreets, un- 
leſs attended by a maſter —— 

Sweeper. 

XI. And 
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XI. And in order to facilitate the due 


courſe of Chimney- ſweeping, and 
procure apprentices in a fair and 
regular manner, no perſon ſnould be 
licenſed, who has not been appren- 
ticed to the buſineſs, and ſerved at 
leaſt three years, except the widow 
or children of a Chimney-Sweeper. 


XII. One common form of an indenture 


ſhould be uſed, which may be that 
annexed hereto. 


XIII. And as many and great inconve- 


niences, difficulties, and dangers, 
ariſe to poor boys placed out ap- 
prentices to the trade and occupa- 
tion of Chimney-Sweeping, for want 
of regularity and order in the con- 
duct of this buſineſs, five of the 
moſt reputable Maſter Chimney- 
Sweepers ſhould be choſen by the 
Lord-Mayor for the time being, and 
the Court of Aldermen, or the ma- 
jority of them, not being a leſs 
number than even; the ſaid Maſter 
Chimney-Sweepers to have the de. 
- nomination of Guardians, and be ein- 
powered to act for the ſpace of three 
years, unleſs the Lord- -Mayor and 
Court 


EE 
Court of Aldermen ſhould think 
proper to diſcharge one or more of 
them from their office; and in That 
caſe, another to be choſen within fix 
weeks, to fill the vacancy, to a& 
within the Juriſdition of the City of 

London. 

XIV. Five Guardians to be alſo choſen by 
the Magiſtrates attending the Rota- 
tion Office, or the majority of them, 
not leſs than zhree in number, being 
preſent, for the city and liberties of 
Weſtminſter, and the limits of the 
bills of mortality, and four miles 
round. ne 0 

XV. Any one of the five Guardians in each 
juriſdiction reſpectively, leaving his 
abode, without the privity and con- 
ſent of the other guardians, or two 
of them, the majority of the body, 
(the oldeſt man, in caſe of equal 
votes, having the caſting vote) to 
have liberty to chuſe another Maſter 
Chimney-Sweeper, as a 3 in 

Wi his place. 

it XVI. The Guardians ſhould meet, at a 

* houſe appointed by a majority of 


them, adjourning to any diſtance of 
* time, 


L 33 J 
time, not exceeding a month, when 
they ſhould hear all complaints and 
grievances on the part of Maſters 
and Miſtreſſes Chimney-Sweepers; 
and alſo of all journeymen or ap- 

prentices to Maſters or Miſtreſſes 
Chimney - Sweepers ; any three of 
the five Guardians to make a * 
rum. 
XVII. If the ſaid guardians, or the ma- 
jority of them, by their good advice 
and judgment, cannot give a ſatis- 
factory deciſion in a. ſummary way, 
appeal may be made to any two of 
his Majeſty's juſtices of the peace, 
of the diviſions of London and Weſft- 
minſter before mentioned reſpective- 
ly; the ſaid magiſtrates to deter- 
mine as the law may direct, in a 
ſummary way; particular regard 
being had to the rights of the ap- 
prentice, and the duties of humanity 
towards him. The guardians being 
attentive to theſe their fellow-crea-' 
tures, in their tender age, to ſee the 


judgment of the magiſtrates well 
and 


I 
and truly executed, to the beſt of 
their power and ability. 

XVIII. And in order to prevent the 
temptation, which is oftentimes the 
occaſion of deſtroying the morals of 
Chimney-Sweepers, by fraudulent 
practices in the ſale of ſoot; the 
fame ſhould be (as far as is practi- 
cable) examined, and meaſured out 
by a Meter, to be ſworn for that pur- 
poſe, and to report before one of 
his Majeſty's juſtices of the peace, 
in caſe he ſhould apprehend the ſoot 
delivered or offered to be delivered 
to the buyer to be adulterated. 


From of the IN DEN TVR E. 
No. . regiſtered in Folio 


HEREAS ſweeping of chimnies is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, both for cleanlineſs 
I's and the prevention of the fatal effects of fire; and 
1 the ſoot is alſo profitable for manure and other 
Wh good purpoſes; AND WHEREAS no me- 
„ thod of ſweeping of chimnies is ſo convenient, 
itil in theſe cities, as that of climbing up, the ſame 
| being 
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being ſufficiently wide, and due precautions taken 
for the ſafety of life, in caſes of the ſoot taking 
fire: 


NOW it is agreed by this indenture, made 
the day of in the year of our 
Lord between A. B. aged years, ſon 
of B. B. *, of the pariſh of in 
the county of Carpenter, of the one 


part, and C. D. of the pariſh of 


Chimney- Sweeper, of the other part, that the ſaid 
A. B. doth, with the conſent of his Father , put 
himſelf apprentice to the ſaid C. D. to learn the 
art of a Chimney-ſweeper, and with him to 
dwell from the day of the date of theſe preſents, 
for and during the full term and time of ſeven 
years. AND it is hereby agreed, that during 
all the ſaid term and time the ſaid apprentice 
his maſter ſhall faithfully ſerve, his ſecrets keep, 
his lawful commands every where gladly do and 
perform. He ſhall do no damage to his ſaid 
| maſter, nor ſee it done by others, but to the 
beſt of his power ſhall let, or forthwith give 
warning to his ſaid maſter of the ſame. He ſhall 
not waſte the goods of his ſaid maſter, nor lend 
them unlawfully to any. He ſhall. not commit 


fornication, nor contract matrimony within the 
ſaid 


\ * Inſcrt the father or mother's name, trade, and where 
living; and if parentleſs, mention parents e 
+ Parents or Friends. 
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ſaid term. He ſhall not play at cards, dice, ta- 


bles, or any other unlawful game, whereby his 
maſter ſhall have any loſs: With his own goods 
or others, during the ſaid term, without licence 
of his ſaid maſter, he ſhall neither buy nor ſel]. 
He ſhall not haunt alehouſes nor playhouſes, 
nor abſent himſelf from his ſaid maſter's ſervice, 
day or night, unlawfully : but in all things as a 
faithful apprentice ſhall behave himſelf towards 
his ſaid maſter and all his during the ſaid term. 
AND the ſaid C. D. for and in conſideration 
of the good-will which he hath and beareth to- 
wards the ſaid apprentice, and of his faithful ſer- 
vice, doth hereby covenant, promiſe, and agree, 
that he the ſaid C. D. his ſaid apprentice, in 


the art and myftery of a Chimney-ſweeper, which 


trade he now uſeth, by the beſt means that he 
can, ſhall teach and inſtruct, or cauſe to be 
taught and inſtructed. AND the ſaid C. D. 
doth alſo hereby bind and oblige himſelf to ſup- 
ply the ſaid A. B. with good and ſufficient meat 


and drink; that is to ſay, three meals a day, one 


of which to be of good and wholeſome meat and 
ſmall-beer ; waſhing, proper lodging, and ſuffi- 


cient raiment, good and ſufficient blankets, with 


other neceſſary bedding. AND WHEREAS 


from the nature of the buſineſs of the ſaid C. D. 


the chimney-ſweeping clothing is fit only for 
this uſe, he the ſaid C. D. hereby obliges himſelf 
to ſupply the ſaid A, B, beſides the ſaid ſweeping 

clothing, 
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clothing, with clean and ſufficient raiment, to 
be worn on the ſabbath- day, or on other days 
when he is not about his buſineſs. AND 
WHEREAS it is abſolutely neceſſary for the 
health of the ſaid A. B. that his body ſhould 
be thoroughly waſhed and cleanſed, at leaft once 
in ſeven days; this ſhall be performed in a pro- 
per manner every Saturday night. And he ſhall, 
in his ſaid clean raiment, attend at the public 
worſhip of God, conſtantly every ſabbath-day, 
the ſaid C. D. hereby obliging himſelf te fee 


the ſame performed. AND WHEREAS the 
| faid A. B. is yet of a very tender age, and it is 
abſolutely neceſſary for his well-being," that he 
ſhould learn the duties of a Chriſtian, the ſaid 


C. D. hereby binds and obliges himſelf to teach 
the ſaid A. B. or cauſe him to be taught, the Be- 
lief, the Ten Commandments, the Lord's prayer, 
and to give him ſuch farther inſtruction as may 
enable him to know and practice the duties of 
a Chriſtian, and be proper for ſuch an appren- 
tice AND FURTHER the ſaid C. D. ſhall 
and will, at the end of the ſaid term, make, pro- 
vide, allow, and deliver unto the ſaid A. B. one 
new whole and complete ſuit of clothing, exclu- 
live of the common working dreſs of the ſaid ap- 


prentice. AND it is hereby further agreed, 


that in caſe the ſaid A. B. after the expiration 


of the ſeven years, ſhall not chuſe to follow the 


trade of Chimney-ſweeping, as a maſter, jour- 
neyman, 
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neyman, or ſervant, and ſhall plead his Wbt 


lity to provide for himſelf; in ſuch caſe, the ſaid 8 


C. D. ſhall procure a maſter in the ſea- ſervice, 
or in ſome other proper and effeQual manner; or 
ſhall pay Five Pounds of good and lawful money 
to the church wardens and overſeers of the pariſh 
where the ſaid A. B. ſhall belong, or as a magi- 
ftrate may direct, in order that he may be placed 

out in a proper manner, the ſaid C. D. furniſh- _ 
ing him with a good and decent change of ap- 

parel as above ſaid. AND for the true per- 
formance of all and every the faid coyenants and 
agreements, each of the ſaid parties bindeth him- 
ſelf unto the other by theſe preſents. IN 
WITNESS whereof the ſaid parties to theſe 
preſents have hereunto interchangeably put their 


hands and ſeals the "wy and yu firſt above 


written. 


Sealed and delivered (being firſt duly 
» ftampt) in the preſence of 


t it 


e N 
. ens 


P. 5. 1 is ee e to ry to "thee j 
pages, that a folio edition of them is made 


in manner of a State for Parliament; but 


this is the moſt corrected. How 3 | 


this detail is, may be deduced from an 
anecdote juſt come to my knowledge. 
Four Chimney-Sweepers Apprentice-boys, 
decently clad, diſtinguiſhed in raiment only 


by wearing check-ſhirts, coming into the 
iſle of a certain church, though they be- 
haved with the utmoſt propriety, they were 


turned out by the Beadle, with this taunt 
What buſineſs have Chimney-Sweep- 
<« ers boys in church?“ Such is the pre- 


judice, ignorance and barbarity of ſome of 


our fellow-ſubje&s, of the lower claſſes, 


againſt this forlorn part of our fellow 


creatures, fellow citizens, ang fel low ri 
tians ] 7 
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